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INTRODUCTION

In the 1970s, studies in the agriculturally-dominated landscapes
of the eastern United States documented a suprising trend. Seemingly
suitable forest stands that were small in area were devoid of several
species of birds that typically occur in such habitats (Lynch and
Whitcomb 1978, Whitcomb et al. 1981). Similar trends were soon
discovered in Europe, Australia, and elsewhere (Terborgh 1989,
Saunders et al. 1991). The ecological changes associated with habitat
fragmentation are now well known and many conservation plans are
designed to minimize fragmentation (Thomas et al. 1990, Suring et
al. 1993). However, it is important to ask how well the lessons learned
about forest fragmentation in heavily forested biomes apply to the
Rocky Mountains, where relatively open forests are naturally inter-
spersed with grasslands and shrublands. We address this question for
birds in the Southern Rocky Mountains.

In contrast to the Eastern Deciduous Forest, habitats of the Rockies
have been patchy and variable throughout pre-European settlement
times due to interactions of abiotic gradients and disturbance (D. H.
Knight, #his volume; Veblen, this volume). Interactions among climate,
soils, topography, and disturbance cause grasslands, coniferous forests,
and deciduous forests to interdigitate to extents that vary dramatically
with local topographic setting and disturbance history. This “natural
fragmentation” may have selected for species thar are relatively tolerant
to the patch sizes, edge types; and isolation effects that have resulted
in species extinctions in other ecosystems (Buskirk et al., his volume).
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